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You shall tﬁe iM your God with .

all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mighs.

" These words, which I am commanding you today,
.~ w61 youl heart
e You shall teach them diligently to your sons and shall talk of them

when you sz'tm W and when you walk

by the way and when you lie down and when you rise up.

- Deuteronomy 6:5-1
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what’s the point?

The NICHE Board believes that even more important than quality academics is eternal
salvation from the penalty and power of sin. While we come from different church
backgrounds, we, with all true Christians, agree on the fundamentals of salvation:
1. All people are in rebellion against the God who created them and deserve eternal
punishment for that rebellion (sin).
2. God, in love, sent His sinless Son, Jesus Christ, who died on the cross as payment
for the sins of sinful humanity, rising again from the dead.
3. Jesus’ death and resurrection provide forgiveness of all sin and reconciliation with
God to any who repent and believe in Him.
4. Salvation cannot be earned by any act on our part; it must be received as a free
gift by faith in Jesus Christ alone.
If you'd like to talk more with someone about your relationship with Jesus Christ, we
invite you to write niche@homeschooliowa.org for a confidential and biblical response.

magazine

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF Diane Desaulniers
EDITORIAL ASSISTANTS Joe Desaulniers
Kathy Johnson | Erin Watkins

PRINCIPAL DESIGNER Sadie Desaulniers
GRAPHIC CONTRIBUTOR Alyssa Yoder
COVER PHOTO depositphotos.com
PHOTOGRAPHIC CONTRIBUTORS
depositphotos.com | Sadie Desaulniers
Sarah Engle (www.wunderkindgallery.com)
Mary Jane Krueger

ADVERTISING COORDINATOR Joe Desaulniers
PRINTER Sutherland Printing, Montezuma, Iowa

NICHE board of directors
PRESIDENT Tom Krueger

VICE PRESIDENT Brad Dittmer
MEMBERS Joe and Elizabeth Bailey
Diane Desaulniers | Sarah Dittmer
Kristyn Yoder

support staff

TREASURER Delmar Mohler

VICE TREASURER: Joe Bailey
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT AND
RECORDING SECRETARY Julie Naberhaus

contact NICHE
EMAIL niche@homeschooliowa.org

VOICEMAIL 515.478.5454

MAIN ADDRESS
PO Box 158
Dexter IA 50070

ON THE WEB www.homeschooliowa.org

our mission

To provide Christ-centered events,
communication, and resources to better
equip, inform, and encourage Iowa
home educators to the glory of God!

Volume 8 Issue 1 Homeschool Iowa is a quarterly publication of the Network of lowa Christian Home Educators (NICHE), a nonprofit organization dedicated to serving the needs of home educators in lowa.
Contents of Homeschool Iowa are the property of NICHE unless noted. Copyright 2016. The opinions expressed in articles and letters are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect those of NICHE.
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information may be found on our website: www.homeschooliowa.org. Requests for permission to reprint contents of this magazine, or any other correspondence directed to Homeschool Iowa, should be

addressed to Homeschool Iowa Editor, Box 208, Bondurant, IA 50035 or editor@homeschooliowa.org.

4 HOMESCHOOLIOWA.ORG


http://homeschooliowa.org/
http://depositphotos.com/
http://depositphotos.com/
http://www.wunderkindgallery.com/
mailto:niche@homeschooliowa.org
http://www.homeschooliowa.org/
http://www.aop.com/niche
http://www.bontragerfamilysingers.org/
http://www.dmacc.edu/
http://www.defordpianotuning.com/
http://iowa.driverseducation.com/
http://www.faith.edu/
http://www.galliganlaw.com/
http://www.learningpostltd.com/
http://www.riemanmusic.com/
http://www.teenpact.com/iowa
mailto:ads@homeschooliowa.org
mailto:ads@homeschooliowa.org
http://www.homeschooliowa.org/
mailto:editor@homeschooliowa.org
mailto:niche@homeschooliowa.org

finding your

20-something,
I attended an inner city church in
Chicago. It was there that I first came
across homeschooling. I was teaching forth
grade girls’ Sunday school. I noted that only
two girls could read accurately and fluently.
I decided to ask the mothers of the girls
why it was that their daughters could read
well while the others around them couldn’.
Both had the same answer—they home-
schooled. The mothers were very humble
about it and each shared with me how the
Lord led them to homeschool. I was invit-
ed into their homes and into their lives. I
was sold on the effectiveness and on their
biblical reasons to homeschool. Little did I
know that at about the same time, my fu-
ture husband was being convinced of home-
schooling his future family by the example
of his older sister. By the time we started
to date, we each came into our relationship
convinced that we wanted to homeschool.
We were both relieved to find that the other
needed no convincing.

We married and our family began to
quickly grow. Our first child came just be-
fore our first anniversary. Our fourth came
by the time our oldest was five. As we start-
ed our long-awaited homeschool journey,
I remember having some opposition from
some family members, church members,
and neighbors. I felt like we needed to
“prove” that we were doing the right thing;
our kids had to be nothing short of out-
standing both academically and socially
to show the doubters that homeschooling
was a good idea. I cringe to think of all
the pressure on our first-born, especially.
One thing I really worried about were
the so-called “holes” in their education. I
might just miss something—what if there
was something they should know that
they didn’t? What if someone asked them
a question they “should” know and they
didn’t? Oh, no!

As time went on, I began to realize
something that relieved my anxiet-
ies. My primary job was to give my
children the tools for learning—to
make sure that our children knew how
to read; how to write; how to do
addition  and
subtraction;
how to apply
sound logic
to situations;
and most
importantly,
how to read
and apply
God’s Word. If
they had those
building blocks,
they would fill
in any holes for
themselves. These
were their tools for
life. My long-term goal became to develop
life-long learners who would desire to glo-
rify God in their lives.

In our early years of homeschooling,
especially, we were so very thankful for
a wonderful homeschool group. Friend-
ships with those families helped so much
on those hard days; and the more expe-
rienced homeschoolers were such a great
source of support and encouragement. We
all benefited from like-minded friendships;
and our school days were enhanced with
classes, plays, sports, and field trips. My
husband and I were also thankful for the
Network of Iowa Christian Home Educa-
tors (NICHE) and their diligence in keep-
ing an eye on lowa legislation, letting us
know when we needed to make our views
known to legislators and also for their
support in everyday issues and questions.
We also appreciated Home School Legal
Defense Association (HSLDA) and their
work in the homeschool community in

this country and around
the world. Just knowing they were there
and could defend us if we needed it gave
some peace of mind. These entities, along
with some very good books and articles,
helped shape our homeschool journey.
Seeing the fruit of our labors, my hus-
band and I are well-pleased with the
adults our children have become; their

e

= ' love of God, the integrity in which

they walk, and the friends they have
become with each other. We know
that homeschooling was a tool for us
in equipping our children for life. While
it was not the only way to accomplish the
principle of discipling our children, it did
provide an advantageous opportunity for
us to teach our children to love the Lord
their God with all their heart; to teach
God’s Word diligently to them; to talk of it
as we sat in our house, walked by the way,
and when we laid down and when we rose
up (see Deuteronomy 6:4-7).
May God richly bless your journey and
give you his grace and peace.

Diane Dmfma)@

Wife of John, mother of Joseph, Erin (Dan-
iel), Wesley (Allison), and Sadie; Grandma of
Wesley, Jr.and Jack. Diane has been a mem-
ber of the NICHE board since 2001 and will
be retiring this fall.
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HOMESCHOOL OPTIONS IN IOWA

COMPETENT PRIVATE INSTRUCTION (CPI)

HSAP SUPERVISING
TEACHER

Requires:

Form A filing and four
visits per quarter by
teacher assigned by pub-
lic school and adherence
to HSAP requirements.

Grants access to:
>> Dual Enrollment
>> Parent-Taught

CPI OPTION 1 (299A.2)

PRIVATELY HIRED
SUPERVISINGTEACHER

Requires:

Form A filing and two vis-
its per quarter by teacher
hired privately by parents.

Grants access to:

>> Dual Enrollment

>> Parent-Taught
Driver Education

Driver Education

\ /

\ /

/ N

OPT-IN REPORTING

Requires:

Form A filing and an-
nual assessment with
results showing prog-
ress reported to school.

Grants access to:

>> Dual Enrollment

>> Parent-Taught
Driver Education

CPI OPTION 2 (299A.3)

\ /

INDEPENDENT PRIVATE INSTRUCTION (IPI)

N

NO REQUIRED REPORTING. If written request for IPl information
is received, a simple, legally-defined

>> DOES NOT grant access to Dual Enrollment
>> Could possibly grant access to Parent-Taught Driver Education

O Pl was passed by the lowa Legislature and signed into law in 2013.

response is required.

N

> a guick-leok everview chant

/ N
OPT-OUT REPORTING

Requires:

NO required reporting
NO access to dual enroll-
ment

Grants access to:
>> Parent-Taught

Driver Education
(File optional NICHE
Notification Report to
create documentation.)

\ /

/

COPYRIGHT HOMESCHOOL IOWA 2015

AN

FOR MORE DETAILS ON HOMESCHOOL
OPTIONS IN IOWA, PLEASE VISIT
HOMESCHOOLIOWA.ORG OR EMAIL US AT

INFO@HOMESCHOOLIOWA.ORG.
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BY HAL AND
MELANIE YOUNG

A MOM CAME UP after our session on raising boys. “My son is
so frustrated and angry. He can't understand why we won’t let

him get his driver’s license, but he’s so immature still!”

“How old is he?” I asked.

“Eighteen.”

My eyebrows went up,

“What is he planning to do next year?”

“Oh, he'll be going to a university,” mentioning one many
hours away.

I was concerned she didn't believe he was mature enough to
drive, but was prepared to stand up for his beliefs in the college
environment. We continued to talk, and after a while she men-
tioned that she hadn’t spoken to her parents in over twenty years.

“Oh no! What happened?” Breaking contact permanently is
the capital punishment of relationships.

“My parents just wouldn’t let me grow up! They kept treating
me like a child, not letting me do adult things, so when I was
nineteen I ran away and never looked back.”

I paused, stunned. “Perhaps you should reconsider and allow
your son to get his driver’s license.” She suddenly turned white
as a sheet as she realized for the first time that she was doing the
same thing to her son.

So, what kind of parent should you be? Benevolent dictator or
trusted advisor?

Well, it depends on the season of your child’s life. A toddler is
in desperate need of a benevolent dictator to teach him the law
of God and the rules of civilization, but if we haven’t transitioned
to the role of trusted advisors by the time our children are on
their own, we've made a grave error.

As we travel around the country, we meet many Christian
families. Unfortunately, quite a few great families seem to falter
during the transition from childhood to adulthood. We've no-
ticed that the adult children of parents who retain control too
long tend to either rebel or become passive, lacking drive and
motivation. This is especially true of boys. God made them to be
men. He made them to lead.

Of course, it’s right and proper to train them to obey! “Rath-
er, let the greatest among you become as the youngest, and the
leader as one who serves” (Luke 22:26, ESV). As they get older,
though, we've got to prepare them to stand alone and to be
adults. We won't always be there and even if we could be, they
need to learn to rely on God themselves. So how do you do
that? How do you move from a benevolent dictator to a trusted
advisor?

“One who is faithful in a very little is also faithful in much”
(Luke 16:10, ESV).

nd @/ Paven

We give them as much responsibility as they can handle, as
soon as they can handle it—and a little sooner than they think
they can. That way, instead of pushing us away so that they can
stand on their own two feet, they are reaching back to us for
advice!

The process starts the first time you give them a job on their
own, “Put all the toys away,” and it doesn’t end until you've got a
young man who’s taken his place in the world, serving the Lord
on his own. It’s not easy to figure all this ou, but it is worth it to
see those arrows fly out straight and true!

Hal and Melanie Young, authors of Raising Real Men, are par-
ents of six real boys and two real girls. They have homeschooled
through eight high-risk pregnancies, three relocations, two de-
cades, and 181 degrees of longitude. Hal and Melanie have served
on the board of directors of North Carolinians for Home Education
for over fourteen years, including three terms as President for Hal.
Hal and Melanie’s articles have been printed in numerous maga-
zines and publications and they have made more than fifty media
appearances. They are sought-after conference speakers who rou-
tinely draw standing-room-only crowds with their mix of uniquely
entertaining cross-banter and practical, powerful, Scriptural prin-
ciples. The Youngs live in noisy familial bliss in North Carolina.
WWW.RAISINGREALMEN.COM
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SEPTEMBER 5, 20 LABOR DAY, ALL DAY!

HELD AT THE BONTRAGERS FARM
1881 Johnson Washington Road | \
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FOUR
IMPORTANT

CHARACTER

TRAINING

BY LYNDSAY LAMBERT

A friend of mine once told me that if she
was going to homeschool, she wanted to give
het /children things that they could not get
anywhiere clse. I liked that, so I began to think
about what that would be for my family. I de-
cided it would be an education that incorpo-
rates scripture and character into all aspects of
the curricula.

We believed that if we could teach our chil-
dren to work with numbers, to read, and to
write, and train them in character, they could
educate themselves. How? They would have
the tools and the desire, as well as the character
needed to persevere. That does not mean we
did not pursue academics; rather, we empha-
sized tools and character training as the most
important part of schooling.

Character is moral or ethical quality. Ac-
cording to Character First, “Good character is
the inward values that determine outward ac-
tions.” In practical terms, character is knowing
what is expected and understanding why it is
valuable to the extent that you are willing to do
the right thing, even when no one is watching.

Why is character training important? Hon-
estly, it makes everyones life easier. Think
about it. If a person knows how to exhibit,
for example, self-control, honor, contentment,

\

and truthfulness, he will get along better with peers, he will be a better employee, and
his parents will have more joy in raising him.

Also, our hearts’ desire was that all of our children would come to know Jesus
Christ as their Lord and Savior at an early age and learn to walk with Him. We all
come to Jesus with “grave clothes,” so to speak—habits and qualities that need to
be “taken off” in the new life. We regarded character training as a way to help our
children develop qualities and habits that would ease the transition from unsaved to
serving the Savior.

So what are the four tools?

THE BIBLE

We believe that the Bible is the inerrant, inspired word of God—the final authority
for all truth and practice. In other words, it is God’s handbook for life. 2 Timothy
3:16-17 (NKJV) tells us, “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profit-
able for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, that the
man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.”

One day while meditating on this passage, I noticed a progression. The Bible
teaches us God’s way. Doctrine tells us what that way is, reproof tells us how we have
gotten off the right path, correction leads us back to the path, and instruction in
righteousness teaches us how to stay on the path.

Psalm 119:11 says that hiding scripture in his heart helps a young man to not sin
against God. Have your children memorize scripture. I made it a school requirement
and put their weekly memory verse on their assignment sheet. (Hey, it’s your school;
you can require whatever you deem necessary!)

Also, using scripture helps your children understand that they are accountable to
God, not just to you. You are not always going to be with them when they come to
important crossroads in their lives—when character makes a difference—but God
will be.

Some of our most used verses were Ephesians 4:32 (Be kind to one another ...);
Philippians 2:3—4 (Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in
lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself ...); I Samuel 15:23
(For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft ...); as well as many verses from Proverbs. It’s

probably apparent why these verses were some of our most frequently used!

CURRICULA

I found it helpful and less time-consuming to start with a curriculum. Some curri-
cula focus on individual qualities, starting with a definition then providing examples

HOMESCHOOL IOWA
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from real life or nature. Some reference applicable Bible verses and
stories, and some suggest ways to demonstrate the particular charac-
ter quality.

Take, for example, the character quality of attentiveness. (I have
heard that it should be the first quality you teach, because if a child is

RECOMMENDED CHARACTER TRAINING
RESOURCES

CHARACTER FIRST EDUCATION Age-appropriate character
curriculum, non-sectarian. Also offers free materials online ar
CharacterFirstEducation.com

CHARACTER SKETCHES 7hree-book series, includes nature and Bible
stories by the Institute in Basic Life Principles, IBLRorg

DOORPOSTS.COM offers Bible-based books and charts about character
and other topics

KONOS.COM offers unit study based on character qualities

PROVERBS FOR PARENTING: A TOPICAL GUIDE FOR CHILD
RAISING FROM THE BOOK OF PROVERBS &y Barbara Decker

TEACH THEM DILIGENTLY: HOW TO USE THE SCRIPTURES IN
CHILD TRAINING &y Lou Priolo

A CHILD’S BOOK OF CHARACTER BUILDING b6y Ron and Rebekah
Coriell

CHARACTER BUILDERS, LOOKING GLASS SERIES b4y Ron and
Rebekah Coriell, for ages 12 to 15

not attentive, you will not be able to teach him anything else. Good

point.)

* Definition of Attentiveness: Showing the worth of a person
or task by giving my undivided concentration (Character First)

* Opposite: Unconcern (Character Journal)
* Verses: Deuteronomy 12:28; John 10:27; Hebrews 2:1

* Bible stories: 1 Samuel 3—Samuel hears God calling; Matthew

13—Parable of the sower
¢ Nature stories: “The Wood Duck” (Character Journal)

STORIES

Have you ever noticed how quiet it gets in church when the speak-
er illustrates a point by way of a story? It seems to grab everyone’s
attention, including young children’s. Teaching character qualities
using stories is no different.

Stories can be about, well, anything! They can be from books, Bible
stories, real-life situations (their life, your life, or someone else they
know), nature, world history, your own history, etc. They can even
be made up!

For example, a story from Liztle House in the Big Woods came in
handy once when I took one of my children to the doctor to learn the
child was feigning sickness to get attention. (I was pretty sure this was

10 HOMESCHOOLIOWA.ORG

the motivation.) A big storm was coming, and Laura Ingalls’ father
and uncle were trying to bring in the harvest before it hit. Laura’s
cousin didn’t want to help. Several times he “cried wolf,” faking an
injury, and distracting the men from their urgent task. Then when he
actually jumped on a hornets’ nest and was being stung severely, they
chose to ignore his cries.

I followed that with a story from my childhood about how I had
told my parents I was sick when I actually wasnt. Later when I did
in fact feel bad, they didn’t believe me, and I threw up—in church!
How embarrassing!

I had learned the hard way as a child, but my story helped my child
get the point, and we made no more false runs to the doctor.

LEADING BY EXAMPLE

The most important tool is the hardest to implement! And yet, the
other tools may not work without this one.

Remember that oft-quoted and oft-hated saying of some parents,
“Do as I say; not as I do”? Unfortunately, that rarely works, because
children are little mirrors! W.E.B. DuBois rightly opined, “Children
learn more from what you are than what you teach.” Put another way,
“Children catch more than they are taught!”

Does this mean that you should not require your children to work
on a particular character quality until you consistently exhibit that
quality? Not at all! One of the great things about homeschooling is
how much we as parents get to learn alongside our children. Working
on our own character is a part of that. A friend of mine calls home-
schooling “sanctification on steroids.” However, if you wait until you
are perfect to require certain behaviors of your children—face it—it
will never happen!

In summary, use a curriculum. It’s a good starting point. Teach
your children that in all areas, including in our character develop-
ment, scripture has the final word. Help them understand that every-
one will exhibit character. Theirs should please the Lord.

Then pray like crazy! Ask God to help you be a good example to
your children. Ask Him to help you be aware of areas in your life and
in the lives of your children that need work, and for wisdom on how
to best proceed (James 1:5). Ask God to bring to mind, and across
your path, stories you can use to help your children understand what
good character is.

Never forget that you are dealing with human beings (translation:
sinners). They are probably not going to learn to exhibit good char-
acter after the first lesson—it may not even happen in your lifetime.
God has not promised us that we will be successful, but He has called
us to be faithful!

Lyndsay Lambert, a graduate of Texas Tech University, homeschooled
her four now-grown children for sixteen years. She assisted Tim, her
husband of over thirty-five years, in serving the homeschool com-
munity, first in helping to start and lead their local support group
and, from 1990-2013, in running the Texas Home School Coalition,
the state organization committed to serving Texas homeschool-
ers. Her strongest desire, however, is to encourage homeschool
moms and support group leaders in the work that they are do-
ing. Lyndsay now blogs regularly at FromAnOlderWoman.com.
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Over 450 homeschoolers from across lowa
gathered at the State Capitol on Thursday,
April 7, to meet their legislators and learn how
to build relationships with them. Informative
and interactive training sessions equipped
families to meet their legislators face-to-face
with confidence, and families could also par-
ticipate in Capitol tours, scavenger hunts,
prayer walks, and historical reenactments!
Thanks to everyone who came and put a "face

to homeschooling" for our legislators!

Learn to play nearly any instrument with our personalized instruction.
Most band and orchestra instruments are available to rent while you learn.

Six Locations In
Central lowa

riemanmusic.com

800-962-3658

'man

On May 21, NICHE held its twenty-
first high school graduation cer-

emony at Des Moines First Church.
Between the two ceremonies,
eighty-six bright-eyed, future-
bound students walked across the
stage to receive their diplomas. A
special message from the parents
to their graduate was read by our
narrators as each family posed on
stage for a picture. These gradu-
ates and their families traveled
from all across the state—one
even from Nebraska. Our com-
mencement speaker, Mr. John
Stewart, addressed the graduating
classes on navigating the “brave
new secular world” of today as
biblically minded Christians. The
Network of lowa Christian Home
Educators congratulates these
graduates and wishes them the
best in their future endeavors.

GRADUATION PHOTOS BY SARAH ENGLE

/WUNDERKINDGALLERY.COM
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HOMESCHOOL IOWA ANNUAL CONFERENCE

THE FINAL ROUNDUP
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“|] love the encouragement that we gain from “The number of families working with their
the conference every year. It really helps us special needs children in the home setting

continue in this journey.” is growing! | was thrilled to find so many
sessions that related to meeting those needs,

“Speakers spoke to my heart.
P 2 ¥ including emotional needs!”

...Workshops that | went to, greatly
exceeded my expectations.” “] don’t feel overwhelmed by the thought of
homeschooling anymore. | am more prepared
to be a better teacher and mom
to my kids.”

“] was so encouraged to keep on raising
my children for the Lord.”

“Excellent speakers! | left with new ideas and
knowledge. | also felt encouraged
and energized.”

“Being encouraged in the workshops and
learning so much that we want to implement
in our homeschool.”



[Mnferencee’ SAVE THE DATE
JUNE 1-3, 2017

CORALVILLE, IA
MARRIOTT HOTEL

&
CONFERENCE CENTER

FEATUOURING

Andrew Pudewa Heidi St. John Todd Wilson

and many other fine speakers!
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THANK YOU
VOLUNTEERS

Volunteers are the heart of Homeschool lowa.
We are grateful for the many hands that made the 2016
Homeschool lowa Conference a wonderful experience
for the children, teens, exhibitors, and attendees. Thank
you for taking the time to bless the many homeschool-
ing families of lowa with your gifts and talents, as noted
by several of our survey responses:

“Exceptional help from volunteers! They were great.
We’ve never been in and out during setup so quickly
anywhere else!”

“You have the best group of individuals helping with
this conference from adults to teens.”

We couldn’t agree more!
Thank you!
THE HOMESCHOOL IOWA BOARD

2017 CONFERENCE
Q& A

Q: Why is the Homeschool lowa Conference
moving to the lowa City area?

A: Homeschool lowa has been searching for a
facility that would accommodate our conference
space needs, assist in offering more economical
options for attendees and exhibitors, and con-
tinue to connect homeschoolers from across the
state to one another. After careful facility com-
parisons of both churches and event centers
around the state of lowa, along with demograph-
ic research, it was determined that the Coralville
Marriott Hotel & Conference Center could pro-
vide for the needs of the Homeschool lowa Con-
ference in a manner that both attendees and ex-
hibitors could best utilize. The Coralville Marriott
features 30,000 sq. feet of exhibit space, 2 ball-
rooms, 13-20 breakout rooms, 280 hotel rooms,
an outdoor terrace along the lowa River, on-site
concessions and dining, additional dining op-
tions within a 2-block radius, and a convenient
location along Interstate 80.
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Haveyou ever looked at someone else’s

life and wondered what you were do-
ing with your own? Have you ever
looked at someone elses appearance
and immediately felt embarrassment
over your own? Have you ever spent
time with someone elses family and
found yourself mentally filing an en-
tire list of grievances against your
own? Have you ever considered some-
one elses circumstances and suddenly

despised your own? Or are none of

you like me?
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N - Zhe Crucifixion of
I Contentment

It seems harmless. It even feels constructive. A miniscule is-
But

God has been showing me

sue, surely. Hardly something to be concerned over ...

that it’s the executioner of
my peace. It’s the killer of
contentment. Its merci-
less, miserable, and makes
no exceptions. What is ic?

Com-par-i-son  (kuhm
par’uh suhn): n.

1. the artifice of judging God’s goodness to me based upon how
it appears from my perspective when placed next to His goodness
to someone else.

2. a very dangerous practice; a poisonous perspective result-
ing in self-pity, self-condemnation, and/or insecurity and stem-
ming from evaluating my position using subjective standards.
(Taken from the Dictionary of God Using His Word to Convict
Me.)

I don’t know why I do it, but I sometimes find myself struck
with the sour grape syndrome, grumpy over my life for no ap-
parent reason. Out of the blue, it seems, my life is to be pitied or
drastically altered OR ELSE—or else what? Or else I just simply
cannot be content ... or can I? After some digging around for
heart issues, I discover that I have been visited again by the Grinch
Who Stole Gratitude (a.k.a. Comparison). See, what I have done
is begun weighing my circumstances in the faulty balance of my
own wisdom.

“Divers weights are an abomination unto the LORD; and a
false balance is not good. Man’s goings are of the LORD; how can
a man then understand his own way? (Proverbs 20:23-24)”

See, truth is not relative in nature, but relativity is the essence of
comparison. God is truth, and His perspective is solid. Our per-
spective is, well, “deceitful above all things and desperately wicked
(Jeremiah 17:9).” That would relegate it to the “divers weights”
category, unfortunately.

I often feel as if my life is a puzzle for which only God can
see the finished picture. He is fashioning and fitting each piece
together perfectly, but my comfort necessitates a firm belief in
that revealed truth. As I look around, I can see pieces of other
puzzles—of His plans for those around me—and I admire them.
I’'m tempted at times to cry out in woebegone complaint over the
“missing pieces” in my puzzle, desiring to take pieces from their
puzzles and fit them into my own. But puzzles are much too spe-
cific to share pieces; they would lose their speciality and intrigue.

I have been graciously prompted by the Lord of late to have a
just measure”—to judge my circumstances based on truth.
“Return unto thy rest, O my soul; for the LORD hath dealt
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bountifully with thee. For thou hast delivered my soul from death,
mine eyes from tears, and my feet from falling. (Psalm 116:7-8)”

“Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and co-
meth down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variable-
ness, neither shadow of turning” (James 1:17).

What does God tell me? He tells me that His goodness and
wisdom are always in His plans for His children. Therefore, they
must work hand-in-hand, never arguing or opposing each other.
They are always in perfect harmony and unison.

Thinking back to the Garden, I was recently reminded that the
first sin occurred after Eve doubted God’s perfect wisdom and
goodness. The serpent enticed her to feel as though God was with-
holding goodness from her, keeping back something healthy and
desirable.

“And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die:
For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes
shall be opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil”
(Gen. 3:5).

I often feel the same way when I operate based upon my senses
rather than based upon God’s Word. Yet, the fruit was not hers
for the taking. God had designed that tree to bring Him glory
through another purpose. God has given me an entire garden of
fruit trees to from which to eat—fruit that was designed for me to
enjoy. His blessings are rich.

One of my favorite books of the Bible is Philippians, in which

Paul says, “According to my earnest expectation and my hope,
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that in nothing I shall be ashamed, but that with all boldness, as
always, so now also Christ shall be magnified in my body, whether
it be by life, or by death. For to me to live is Christ, and to die
is gain.” Paul was being persecuted for his faith, and none of us
would call his physical situation a bed of roses—or anything close
to it. But he was full. His contentment came from knowing Christ
and from bringing God glory, both of which (through Christ)
can be successfully accomplished through the most unenviable
circumstances imaginable. True contentment comes from things
which can never be taken away from me. God has poured out
spiritual blessings on me. No matter what I walk through, the joy
of knowing and serving Christ only grows deeper. Why would I
despise His goodness and sabotage my joy by presuming that I
need or deserve more, disbelieving what He has labeled “good”

for me?

Emily Selander is a 2013 homeschool graduate who lives near Silver
City, lowa, with her parents and two younger sisters. Her goal is to glo-
rify the Lord each day of her life by serving and loving Him to the fullest.
She spends much of her time helping her family manage their home
and ministry, serving at church, and being involved in the discipleship
of younger girls through various avenues, such as leading a Bright
Lights group. She also spent the past year organizing and facilitating
the home education for a family with younger children.
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I WAS RECENTLY ASKED to speak at a
baby shower. My youngest is fifteen, so it
has been a long time since we had a baby
in the house. Working on the devotional
for the shower brought a rush of memo-
ries from my childbearing years. Since this
is a column for homeschool moms, many
of whom might be expecting or have new
babies, I thought I would share the devo-
tional from the baby shower.

Being a mom will probably be the hard-
est thing you will ever do; you will make
more sacrifices than you ever thought pos-
sible. But motherhood will also be the
most rewarding thing you ever do. You
will love your children more than you ever
thought possible. You will cry more than
you ever have. You will laugh more than
you have ever laughed before. You will
learn to depend on God more than ever.
God uses your motherhood for your own
spiritual growth and sanctification.

I remember looking down at the sweet,
tiny face of my first-born son. It was at
that moment I realized my heart would
never be in my own body again: instead,
my heart would be walking around in the
form of this little boy and all my future
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Baby Shower

children. It would be walking around in
the form of this little boy and all my fu-

ture children. Their joys would be my joys.
Their heartaches would be my heartaches.
I will worry or, to phrase it in more spiri-
tual terms, “be concerned” for them until
the day I died. Nothing makes you depend
on the Lord as much as knowing a little
life is both physically and spiritually in
your hands.

One of my favorite quotes when my
children were little was, “The days are long,
but the years are short.” Treasure each mo-
ment with your children. Trust me when I
tell you that you will blink, and they will
be twenty-four years old and married.

Do not sweat the small stuff. The small

fact, a big deal. Taking a child out of the
church service to discipline them seems to
go on for years. The tenth time you cor-
rect your child for snatching a toy from
his sibling, you will wonder if they will be
snatching things from people when they
are twenty. But to keep it in perspective,
such struggles are a short season in your
life, even though it doesn’t feel like it as
you are going through it. Your baby will
eventually sleep through the night. Your
child will eventually sit through a whole
church service. They will learn to not take
toys away from their sibling. I remember
going through times that were incredibly
difficult with my children. Now I cannot
even recall the details of those struggles.

Trust me when I tell you that you will

blink, and they will be twenty-four

years old and married.

stuff can seem like a huge deal in the mo-
ment. Getting up multiple times a night
with a baby and being sleep deprived is, in

They were huge deal at the time, but over
the years of parenting, they truly are a very

short season.
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Do, however, sweat the big stuff. Be like
Timothy’s mother, Eunice. Scripture does
not tell us a lot about her, but we do know
that she instilled God’s Word in Timo-
thy’s heart, because Paul talks about this
in I Timothy. Teaching your child God’s
Word, helping them memorize Scripture,
praying with them and for them ... these
will be the most important things you can
ever do as a parent.

You won't get everything done! There
will always be more things to accomplish
than there are hours in the day. It is easy to
be a Martha instead of a Mary. However,
this is a time when you need to be in God’s
Word and prayer more than ever. It is bet-
ter to go to bed with a sink full of dishes,
than to not have spent any time in God’s
Word and prayer that day. When you are
feeding your baby, you can read the Bible
aloud to him. You can keep your Bible in
a place where it is easy to reach it and read
a verse every now and then throughout the
day. Then meditate on that verse as you go
about your duties. Pray throughout the
day: as you change the baby’s diaper, as
you do the dishes, as you clean your house.

Having children can put a strain on even
the best of marriages. People have a hard
time believing this because we were mar-
ried for nearly five years before we had a
living child, but Jeff and I did not have a
serious disagreement until we were par-
ents. Part of it might have been our per-
sonalities, but I think a lot of it was that
day-to-day life just isnt quite as stressful
without children. My children are a huge
blessing, and I am so thankful for them
and would not trade them for anything]
Having young children is a lot of work.
You lose sleep. You and your husband may
not always agree on the best way to handle
cach situation that comes up. I was not
prepared for this at all, and it really threw
me when Jeff and I had our first major
disagreement when our oldest was a few
weeks old.

Make sure that your marriage is your top

priority. Marriage is your most important
human relationship. This is something
that is easy to know in our heads, but of-
ten hard to put into practice, especially
when you have a baby. Practically speak-
ing, when your child is very small, there
will be times your husband may need to
take a very temporary back seat. It is hard
to gaze romantically into your husband’s
eyes if the baby is screaming from hunger.
However, as the child grows, help him to
learn that “Daddy comes first.” Children
feel much more secure when they know
that their parents love each other and that
nothing comes between Daddy and Mom-
my, not even them.

What I am about to say now is politi-
cally incorrect, but I believe it is biblically
correct. If your husband doesn’t want to
handle a parenting situation exactly like
you would, submit to how he would han-
dle it, provided his approach is not unbib-
lical. Obviously, it is fine to lovingly com-
municate your opinions, but if you can’t
reach an agreement, do it his way. Even if
it is not the “best” way to do it, it does
far more damage to your family and mar-
riage if you contradict how his conscience

leads him than it does to have your way.
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From a Mother’s Heart

Children are far more secure if they know
nothing comes between daddy and mom-
my, not even them.

Teach your children to love and respect
their daddy. Talk about him throughout
the day. Never say anything negative to
your children about their father. Have
daddy’s arrival be the highlight of the day.

Ultimately, it doesn’t matter in the least
how smart, athletic, musical, or creative
your child is. Whether your child reads at
four or starts reading at nine won’t impact
the big picture of his life. What truly mat-
ters is that you teach him from an early age
to apply this verse to his life:

“Love the Lord your God with all your
heart, with all your soul, with all your
strength, and with all your mind; and your
neighbor as yourself” (Luke 10:27).

If your child can do that, he will have
everything that matters in light of eternity.

Kim Stilwell has been married to her best
friend, Jeff, since 1987. They have five
children: Joshua (married to Alissa), Joseph
(20), Josiah (18), Jessica (17), and Jennifer
(14). They live in Des Moines and have
always homeschooled.
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Patros Logos: a father’s words for homeschooling dads

IN HIS BOOK POINT MAN, Steve Farrar
shares a powerful illustration of the impor-
tance of fathers throwing a rope to future
generations and not thinking so short term.
He uses climbing Mt. Everest as the ex-
ample. Like almost everyone who has ever
lived, he also has never climbed the world’s
largest mountain. But plenty have written
about it.

In order to climb Everest, one begins

with a 120-mile trek over a couple of weeks

that enables the team to become accli-
mated to the altitude. Any hike that begins
at 13,000 feet and goes to 20,000 feet is
tough. Various camps are established and
then the real ascent can begin.

In 1988, Jim Hayhurst, along with this
twenty-year-old son, Jimmy, was part of the
Canadian team that was making the ascent
to Everest. As they were trekking across the
Himalayas on the first stage of the climb,
they had to ford one of the many rivers
flowing down the lower part of Everest.
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That’s when Jimmy slipped on a rock and
fell into the fast-rushing river. He tumbled
and twisted down the river like a rag doll.
He tried to grab on to a rock, but the river
was simply moving too fast. Suddenly, he
stopped. His backpack had caught on a
rock in the middle of the river. And just
four feet away, the river tumbled over a cliff
and dropped one thousand feet to the val-
ley below.

Jim says of his son, “I couldn’t help him.
If I started toward him, I might dislodge
another rock, I might change the direction

or pressure of the water and he might slip
off the rock that was holding him above the
waterfall. T had to stand, twenty feet away
from my son, and watch him hang at the
edge of a 1,000 foot cliff, and I couldn’t do
a thing to help him.”

His son Jimmy slowly reached back, look-
ing for a secure handhold. His hand found
only loose rocks, nothing that could support
his weight. After minutes of grasping, Jim-
my finally found some rocks that didn’t shift
when he grasped them. He would be able to

put his weight on them. Now he needed a
way back upstream. “Throw me a rope,” he
called over his shoulder. They did. And by
the very slim margin of forty-eight inches,
he avoided falling a thousand feet to a sure
and swift death.

Christian dads have a sacred responsibil-
ity, metaphorically speaking, to “throw a
rope” to this generation, as well as the ones
to come. Life is too short to simply do “fly
by the seat” parenting/discipleship. It’s not
that there needs to be a 300-page manual
we diligently work through with our chil-
dren which encapsulates every shred of in-
formation we think is important to trans-
mit to future generations.

What is important is that we live with a
continual awareness that we are in fact pass-
ing our lives on to future generations. Every
time dad wrestles with his little girls or plays
ball with his boys, something important is
being transmitted. Every moment spent in
a posture of worship, prayer, praise, inter-
acting over eternal truths, or listening to
the Word of God preached is also transmit-
ting important information into the lives of
impressionable souls.

Likewise, every time we trivialize eternal
truths, bad-mouth the pastor behind his
back, find yet another lame excuse not to
attend church today, or yell at our children
for no good reason (a good reason being
that they are in imminent danger), we also
pass on our own sinful baggage.

For what it’s worth, I have read that if
you yell for eight years, seven months, and
six days, you will have produced enough
sound energy to heat one cup of coffee. Not
only is yelling an ineffective mode of heat-
ing coffee, it also tends to be an ineffective
mode of parenting.

Someone once said that the best thing
in the world that parents can do for their
children is to love God with all their hearts.
Sounds like a solid and biblical aspiration
to me!

The old Preacher in Ecclesiastes (3:1-8)
reminds us that there is a time for every
matter under heaven. Our times are in
God’s hands and we would do well to ac-
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Patros Logos: a father’s words for homeschooling dads

cept this fact. There is “a time to keep, and
a time to cast away ...” (v. 6b).

Most of us reading these words are still
primarily in “a time to keep” with regard to
our children. But there probably will come
a day when they will be lovingly “cast away”
to begin their own stories; some to mar-
riage, some to educational opportunities
and/or apprenticeships, still others to be-
gin their own businesses. The very thought
of my children experiencing the inevitable
pain and varying degrees of failure apart
from their mother and me is difficult to ac-
cept. And yet we will be with them in the
sense that, for good or ill, and probably
both, they have seen us endure trials and
have learned how to respond in adversity.

In Ecclesiastes 3:11-13, the Preacher
writes that God “has made everything
beautiful in its time. Also, he has put eter-
nity into man’s heart .... I perceived that
there is nothing better for them than to be
joyful and to do good as long as they live;
also that everyone should eat and drink and
take pleasure in all his toil—this is God’s
gift to man.”

No scientific poll here, but I suspect that
most men don’t find great joy and satisfac-
tion in their work. Neither do most of us
thrive in times of great adversity. Yet Ec-
clesiastes makes the application through-
out this book that we should, in fact, be
content with what God has ordained for
our lives. We can be joyful, content, and
do good as long as we live, even when do-
ing menial, unsatisfying labor, but only
with an eternal perspective.

This is not to say that a man should not
have dreams and aspirations. He should. It
seems to me, however, that God has a way
of making our dreams and goals sprout
most rapidly in the fertile soils of true con-
tentment. Do not let the disappointments
of life rob your children and future genera-
tions of a rock solid trust in God’s plan for
your life.

We fallen beings tend to worry and fuss
over all the wrong things. In Matthew 6,
Jesus promises to take care of His children.
The best thing we can do is to “seek first the
kingdom of God, and his righteousness.”
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Men who model this are throwing a rope to
future generations that cannot fail.
Whatever we do, we dare not simply “as-
sume” that this and future generations will
turn out okay. We need to set our faces like
flint toward Jesus Christ and His Word, dil-
igently pray, be constantly aware of the lictle
eyes around us watching, always watching
and listening. We must be diligent in our
commitment not to become complacent.
Several years ago, I clipped out an article
from 7he Des Moines Register that provided
a wonderful picture of the importance of
keeping our heads in the game. Shortly be-

fore his Aero-Peru Boeing 757 crashed into
the Pacific Ocean in the fall of 1996, pilot
Erik Schreiber complained that he had lost
all of his navigation instruments.

“The computers have gone crazy,” he
said. Moments later he said, “What's hap-
pening? What altitude am I a2 Why is my
ground crash alarm on? Am I over land or
sea?”

Schreiber tried to make it back to the
Lima airport in the early morning dark-
ness, but his plane crashed into the ocean
28 minutes later, killing the pilot and 69
others on board. This was not the first time
air traffic controllers had heard such chill-
ing words. Cockpit computers played a role
in two other 757 crashes in the previous
year, claiming 349 lives. While investiga-
tors do not know what caused the trouble
with either plane, there was a similar symp-
tom: a breakdown in the plane’s revolu-
tionary “glass cockpit.” This is the area that
houses the computerized panels, color tele-
vision screens that inform pilots about their
plane’s course and mechanical functions.

I don’t know how things have changed
since then, but even back then they had re-
dundant electronics backed up with several
tried and true manual instruments. What
investigators found out was that a sudden

loss of the computerized images can stun
pilots. Some critics say that the very same
electronics which allow pilots to plot their
entire trip, including the landing, also can
cause them to lower their guard.

A veteran 757/767 pilot said this: “What
happens is, guys get focused on the magic
and forget the plane is still flying.” He went
on to describe that pilots are instructed to
turn off the electronics when a problem
arises and simply use a compass and me-
chanical airspeed indicators. He said the
switch is sometimes more difficult for the
younger pilots to make. “They forget that

as long as the wings are there and there’s
no problem with the power plant, you can
still fly ... you just have to make the men-
tal shift” (7he Des Moines Register, Oct. 10,
1996).

Fellow fathers, let’s not be lulled into
thinking that autopilot is going to get us or
our families where we need to be. Rather,
let’s commit ourselves once again to glorify-
ing God and enjoying Him forever, even if
the temporary is not always pleasant.

At the end of Ecclesiastes, the Preacher
summarizes it all in this way: “The end
of the matter; all has been heard. Fear
God and keep his commandment, for
this is the whole duty of man.” And don’t
ever forget that in doing so, you, too,
are throwing a rope, not only to your
own children, but also to the genera-
tions yet to be born. Let the legacy begin!

Originally published in the Summer 2014
edition of Homeschool Iowa.

Mike Evans of Earlham and his wife, Karla,
are homeschool parents to five children: Luke
(23); Benjamin (21), a student at the University
of Northwestern—St. Paul; Elisabeth (17);
Gabvriella (13); and Jared (10).
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won't you join us?

NICHE Membership Application/Renewal
One-year NICHE membership: $35

Individual, private, personal information gathered on
membership form is maintained as confidential by NICHE.
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Street/Box

City, State ZIP Plus 4 -
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o Considering homeschooling

If you are currently homeschooling, please indicate the number of
students in your homeschool:

Number of Students age 6-16 _____ Total Number of Students ______
Number of Homeschool Graduates
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o CPI—Supervising Teacher through a HSAP

o CPI—Supervising Teacher through Independent Arrangements

0 CPI—Annual Assessment

o CPI—With No Reporting

o IPl—Independent Private Instruction

Please mark the public school enrollment status you have selected for
your homeschool:
0 Home School Assistance Program o Dual enroliment o Not enrolled

If you are an lowa licensed teacher offering your services to
homeschooling families, please describe below:

o Willing to supervise o Willing to evaluate portfolios
License grade levels:

Are you a member of HSLDA? o Yes o No
Do you use the NICHE “HSLDA Group Plan Discount”? oYes o No

Mail to: NICHE, PO Box 158, Dexter IA 50070

Top Reasons to Join NICHE

« Support homeschooling in lowa

» Receive members-only e-newsletter

» Be in-the-know regarding the legal atmosphere and
regulations for homeschooling in our state

« Advertise in the NICHE Classifieds in our e-newsletter
and on our website free of charge

- Be aware of events and opportunities across the state

« Receive $20 discount on HSLDA membership

» Receive member discount at our annual conference

+ Be eligible to participate in our statewide graduation
ceremony

« Be eligible to apply to help as a volunteer for our
conference

» Be eligible to apply for membership in the ESA
National Home School Honor Society

« NEW! Be eligible to apply for college scholarships

Your support helps provide an informative website, toll-
free number for homeschool questions, homeschool
publications, statewide graduation, annual conference
with nationally known speakers and lowa’s largest
homeschool curriculum hall, legal liaisons, Homeschool
Day at the Capitol, support for homeschool groups
and leaders, homeschool national honor society, and
support for national homeschool research.

Renewal Reminder

Your membership expiration can be found on your
Homeschool lowa magazine mailing label and/or in your
members-only e-newsletter.

Back Issues

Back issues of Homeschool lowa may be purchased for

$3 each, subject to availability. Issues published within

six months of the current date are usually available. Past

issues of Homeschool lowa may also be viewed on our
website, www.homeschooliowa.org.

More about the
HSLDA Discount

NICHE members are eligible for a $20 discount on Home

School Legal Defense Association membership (new or

renewal). When you join NICHE, simply write the NICHE

Group Discount Number (available by emailing niche@

homeschooliowa.org) on your HSLDA application or

renewal form. Pay only $95 (normally $115) per year.
Or sign up online: www.hslda.org.
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"TEENPACT

LEADERSHIP SCHOOLS

TEENPACT is a comprehensive leadership class that trains
youth to understand the political process, value their liberty,
defend their Christian faith, and engage the culture at a time in
their lives when, typically, they do not care about such things.

THE TEENPACT EXPERIENCE is a fast-paced, hands-on

way to learn about state government. But it's also a place to catch
a vision for leadership, find encouragement among like-minded
peers, and develop skills to help you engage all realms of the
culture.

JOIN US SPRING 2017 AT THE IOWA
STATE CAPITOL to become part of this

comprehensive experience that challenges
students to not only understand their state
government, but to become leaders of their

generation.

LEARN MORE AND REGISTER FOR TEENPACT 2017 AT TEENPACT.COM



PROUD HOME SCHOOL FATHER
SINCE 1990 o

GALLIGAN REID PC.
LAW OFFICES
WWW.GALLIGANLAW.COM

* PERSONAL INJURY/ WRONGFUL DEATH

« MEDICAL MALPRACTICE
INCLUDING BIRTH INJURIES

e MOTORCYCLE COLLISIONS
e MOTORVEHICLE ACCIDENTS

« PHARMACEUTICAL DRUGS AND
MEDICAL DEVICES

« WORK ACCIDENTS
TIMM W. REID

CALL FOR YOUR FREE CONSULTATION 1-800-217-9312

® NO RECOVERY, NO FEE eWE COVER THE ENTIR] ﬂ ATE OF IOWA



